
HOLLINGSWORTH LLP 
29TH ANNUAL 
SEMINAR 
ON COMPLEX 
LITIGATION 
DEFENSE

THURSDAY, APRIL 27, 2017 
9:00AM – 5:15PM
U.S. CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
WASHINGTON, DC
REGISTER AT HOLLINGSWORTHLLP.COM 
CLE-ACCREDITED



At Hollingsworth LLP’s 29th Annual Seminar, we step into the 
fi re to confront the fears ignited by the litigation industry as 
it claws deep into the jurisdictions whose “hellhole” tags are 
most well-deserved. We consider consequences from the 
latest developments fueled by third-party funding, advertising, 
discovery debacles, and “resolutions,” we scope the threats 
ahead, and we assess paths forward. Several of the nation’s 
top in-house counsel, including Jeff Benjamin, Senior Vice 
President, General Counsel and Chief Ethics & Compliance 
Offi cer, Avon Products; Thomas Kendris, U.S. Country 
President, U.S. Country Head of Legal and President, 
Novartis Corporation; and Catherine M. Kilbane, Senior 
Vice President, Secretary & General Counsel, Sherwin-
Williams, discuss the challenges of counseling in the shadow 
of this hellhole justice. And Bret Baier, Chief Political Anchor, 
Fox News Channel, brings the broad perspective, with a look 
at not only President Trump but also President Eisenhower. 

Please join us April 27th to learn from our decades of battles 
on behalf of corporate defendants, to share your experiences 
with others similarly aligned in the defense of complex 
litigation, and to help us celebrate the 29th year of the 
country’s longest-running annual seminar of its kind.

TO REGISTER AND FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
VISIT WWW.HOLLINGSWORTHLLP.COM

KICK-OFF RECEPTION
Please join us for a reception the evening before the Seminar:
Wednesday, April 26, 5:30-7:00pm, Hollingsworth LLP 
Tenth Floor, 1350 I Street NW, Washington, DC 20005

SEMINAR LOCATION
U.S. Chamber of Commerce
1615 H Street NW, Washington, DC 20062

ACCOMMODATIONS
Hotel Rouge
1315 16th Street NW, Washington, DC 20036
202.232.8000 or www.rougehotel.com
We have arranged for accommodations at the preferred rate of $259 
per night. In order to take advantage of this rate, you must make 
your reservations no later than April 10, 2017. Please reference 
Hollingsworth LLP to receive the discounted rate.
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AGENDA
8:00am – 9:00am   CHECK-IN & BREAKFAST

MORNING SESSION
9:00am
Hellhole Jurisdiction Update
Since 2002, the American Tort Reform Association’s 
Judicial Hellholes program has documented in 
annually published reports various abuses within the 
civil justice system, focusing on so-called “hellhole” 
jurisdictions where courts are radically out of 
balance. We review recent developments from this 
year’s list of “hellhole” jurisdictions, including the 
biggest mover on this year’s list, St. Louis, Missouri, 
which has the dishonor of ATRA’s #1 judicial hellhole 
ranking for 2016-2017. (Joe G. Hollingsworth and 
Heather A. Pigman)

9:45am
The Root of All Evil: Funding, Advertising, 
and the MIMO Tree
Third Party Litigation Funding (“TPLF”) is reportedly 
in its infancy in the United States, and already a 
multi-billion dollar industry. Although TPLF funders 
argue that alternative legal fi nancing improves 
access to justice for those who could otherwise 
not afford it, there are growing concerns that TPLF 
agreements are increasing litigation costs at the 
expense of plaintiffs and defendants alike, while 
generating enormous profi ts for the fi nance industry. 
We examine the issues raised by TPLF agreements 
in reference to the Federal Rules, common law 
doctrines, and the developing body of research on 
the subject. (Kirby T. Griffi s and Donald R. McMinn)

10:15am
Live from Hell, More Talc!
Cosmetic talc products have been staple household 
items for millions of American families for more than 
a century. In recent years, plaintiffs’ counsel have 
argued that perineal use of this seemingly benign 
product causes ovarian cancer. Despite signifi cant 
scientifi c hurdles in proving such a theory, plaintiffs 
have raked in over $200 million in ovarian cancer 
verdicts over the last year in the hellhole jurisdiction 
of St. Louis, Missouri. Defendants, including Johnson 
& Johnson, face more than 2,500 ovarian cancer 
lawsuits in federal and state courts across the country.  
We explore how defendants wound up in mass tort 
hell, and plaintiffs’ more recent attempts to expand 
the scope of talc litigation to include mesothelioma 
claims for cosmetic talc allegedly contaminated with 
asbestos. (Neil S. Bromberg and Kathryn S. Jensen)

10:45am   MORNING BREAK

11:00am
Stepping Toward Hell: What’s Next on EPA’s 
Priority Lists
The Trump Administration has promised federal 
de-regulation, including in the environmental 
arena, however, some state offi cials are eager to fi ll 
regulatory gaps. We examine recent events sparking 
interest in environmental issues, and upcoming 
federal evaluations of emerging contaminants that 
may lead to additional regulation. We also highlight 
the International Agency for Research on Cancer 
(IARC) Monograph process, a classifi cation system 
sometimes used as a basis for federal regulation, 
and fi nish with a look at the contaminant 1,4-Dioxane 
to illustrate the differences between existing state 
and federal regulations. (Frank Leone and Ranjit S. 
Dhindsa)

11:30am
Bret Baier Looks at President Trump . . . and 
President Eisenhower 
Bret Baier, FOX News Channel’s Chief Political 
Anchor and Host of “Special Report,” will 
answer questions and offer his take on the new 
administration and changes afoot and will look back 
at another president, Dwight Eisenhower, as revealed 
in his just-released book Three Days in January: 
Dwight Eisenhower’s Final Mission.

12:20pm   SEATED LUNCHEON



AFTERNOON SESSION
1:30pm
“If You’re Going Through Hell, Keep Going”:  
Daimler, Shooting the King, MDL-as-a-
Sword, and Other Exit Strategies
Facing aggregated claims or mass actions in pro-
plaintiff jurisdictions can leave corporate defendants 
feeling like they have been cast into the seventh 
circle of litigation hell. But there may be a way out 
(or a way to turn down the heat). In this session, 
we explore how various procedural strategies and 
legal doctrines – personal jurisdiction challenges, 
removal, interlocutory appeals/mandamus petitions, 
and leveraging MDL court rulings – can become 
powerful offensive tools and occasionally successful 
exit strategies for defendants. (Martin C. Calhoun and 
Matthew J. Malinowski)

2:00pm
Panel: Counseling in the Shadow of $Billion 
Verdicts
Eye-popping judgments against corporate 
defendants have become commonplace. And with 
increasing frequency, billion-dollar verdicts are being 
awarded by juries hell-bent on “sending a message” 
and judges whose fi rst instinct is to allow any and all 
evidence in, no matter how attenuated from the matter 
at hand. In the shadow of these monumental verdicts, 
it falls on the shoulders of innovative in-house counsel 
to deftly course their company’s legal strategy 
in order to avoid the rocky shoals of blockbuster 
verdicts. The litigation hold, one of the initial steps 
in any suit, offers an opportunity to get litigation 
off on the right foot. (Panel includes Jeff Benjamin, 
Vice President, General Counsel and Chief Ethics & 
Compliance Offi cer, Avon Products; Thomas Kendris, 
U.S. Country President, U.S. Country Head of Legal 
and President, Novartis Corporation; and Catherine 
M. Kilbane, Vice President, Secretary & General 
Counsel, Sherwin-Williams. Panel moderated by 
Joe Hollingsworth)

3:00pm   AFTERNOON BREAK

3:15pm
Deals with the Devil: Breaking Down 
Signifi cant Settlements and Penalties of 2016
The majority of litigation ends in settlement. 2016 
was another year of monster verdicts that have 
companies concerned about the impact on plaintiffs’ 
portfolio evaluations and settlement proposals.  While 
verdicts were on the rise, the same was not true 
for settlements. Several companies took multiple 
double-digit trial verdicts without even a hint that 
settlement was on the horizon. We explore some of 
the factors that led to major settlements in 2016, the 

potential impact on future litigation, and how policies 
of the new administration may impact government 
investigations and the associated penalty and 
enforcement schemes. We’ll discuss what may be 
preventing settlement in several mass torts with 
potential industry-wide consequences and how 
private litigants are aggressively utilizing government-
created litigation vehicles to leverage awards and 
settlements. (William J. Cople III and Buffy J. Mims)

3:45pm
Damnation by Association:  Your Trade 
Organizations and Industry Groups are 
Destined To Be Your Co-Defendants
Trade associations serve an invaluable purpose in 
advancing the collective interests of an industry, 
including sponsoring industry-wide lobbying and 
publicity campaigns, providing services to member 
companies, and even assuming functions from 
individual companies, such as product testing.  
Plaintiffs are discovering possibilities for expanding 
company liability by seeking to impute the activities 
of a trade group to individual member companies 
through conspiracy claims, public nuisance theories, 
or targeting the trade association for discovery.  But 
companies can shield themselves from these liability 
risks. We take you to Hell, exploring the creative ways 
plaintiffs are attempting to exploit trade association 
membership – and back, outlining practical means of 
mitigating risk. (Steven A. Klein and Eric G. Lasker)

4:15pm
Ethics, the Threat of Sanctions, and Walking 
with ESI on the Edge of Hell
In today’s tech-centric world, lawyers are increasingly 
required to understand terms like “technology-
assisted review,” “horizontal deduplication,” “email 
threading,” “metadata,” and “native image.” We 
explore how technological advances in the legal 
fi eld, especially in the discovery of Electronically 
Stored Information (ESI), have led to an evolution of 
what it means for counsel to provide “competent” 
representation. We also discuss how the growth of 
eDiscovery has prompted large-scale revisions of 
discovery rules at both the federal and state levels.  
With these new discovery rules and revised ethical 
standards, lawyers face overlapping and sometimes 
confl icting obligations; we consider how best to 
meet these obligations without falling into the abyss. 
(Robert E. Johnston and James M. Sullivan) (Ethics 
portion of program)

5:15pm   ADJOURN & RECEPTION



REGISTER NOW FOR THIS 
CLE-ACCREDITED EVENT!
Hollingsworth LLP specializes in complex trial 
and appellate work. For 35 years, we have 
delivered wins for pharmaceutical and medical 
device manufacturers in mass tort products 
liability litigation, chemical companies in toxic tort 
and environmental litigation, financial institutions 
managing claims of catastrophic economic loss, 
government contractors involved in bid protests 
and related claims, and corporate policyholders 
pursuing insurance recoveries. The Firm 
regularly has the lead in landmark cases and 
on cutting-edge litigation theories and defenses 
and we have successfully tried cases in courts 
across the country and handled appeals 
in many federal and state appellate courts, 
including the U.S. Supreme Court. We work to 
achieve not only jury and bench trial verdicts, 
but also pretrial summary judgments, post-trial 
appellate decisions, third-party allocations of 
responsibility, and negotiated settlements. Our 
experience extends beyond traditional litigation 
and counseling into innovative alternative dispute 
resolution in domestic and international forums. 
 
At our 29th Annual Seminar on Complex 
Litigation Defense, our uniquely qualified 
litigators and top in-house counsel guest 
speakers share insights gleaned from years 
of experience in the defense of complex civil 
litigation arising in the United States and abroad.

To register and for more information, 
visit www.hollingsworthllp.com or call 
202.898.5878



 
" PRESENTATIONS ARE CRISP, CUTTING-EDGE 
AND USEFUL TO ANY DEFENSE OR CORPORATE 
PRACTICE."

" A GOOD WAY TO KEEP UP ON SUBSTANTIVE 
DEVELOPMENTS IN THE FIELD WHILE OBTAINING 
CLE CREDIT. PRESENTATIONS ARE UNIFORMLY 
INFORMATIVE."

" BEST SEMINAR I ATTEND EACH YEAR."

" OUTSTANDING SEMINAR. THE HOLLINGSWORTH 
LLP ATTORNEYS AND THEIR GUEST SPEAKERS 
ARE EXPERIENCED, CONFIDENT, COMPETENT, 
AND PROVIDE GREAT INSIGHT ON DEALING WITH 
COMPLEX ISSUES."

" VERY HELPFUL IN LEARNING/CONFIRMING 
CURRENT AND FUTURE LITIGATION TRENDS."

" THIS IS ROUTINELY THE BEST CLE OFFERED IN 
WASHINGTON, DC."

“THE ATTORNEYS HERE PROVIDE A NATIONAL 
BIRD’S EYE VIEW OF LITIGATION. THE SPEAKERS 
ARE LAWYERS’ LAWYERS. THEIR KNOWLEDGE AND 
EXPERTISE ARE INVALUABLE."

The Seminar is offered free of charge and attendance at this 
outstanding event is restricted to corporate in-house counsel, 
members of the defense bar, and others similarly aligned in the 
defense of complex litigation.
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